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Dear Esteemed Members of the Delhi 
Gymkhana Club.

The month of February dawned with a 
little ease in temperature and saw a 
spray of colour in the Club; the flowers 

are in full bloom, the outer ambience so 
brilliant and colourful, a sight for sore eyes 
in our otherwise fast-becoming ‘Concrete 
Jungle’ of Delhi. The Garden Sub-Committee 
needs a huge pat on their backs, the Club is 
looking so beautiful!

Our major event this month was the ‘Lit-
Fest’, an annual event. Held in the Rose 
Garden, the venue looked stunning, 
arrangements truly ‘ticking’ and with a 
galaxy of renowned participants, it was 
really exemplary! The Keynote address 
by Mr Suresh Prabhu set the ball rolling 
for the two-day event. Our members 
were mesmerised by excellent sessions 
of discussions, that included eminent 
personalities & authors like Jairam Ramesh, 
Justice Mudgal, Lt Gen AK Singh, Rajdeep 
Sardesai, Rahul Singh, Kishwar Desai, Lt 
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Gen Ata Hasnain, Sunita Narain, Suresh 
Goel, Pavan Varma, Geeta Chandran, Anuj 
Dhar, Maj DP Singh, Ramesh Krishnan…..
the list is phenomenal & I’m regrettably 
unable to mention everyone here, purely 
for want of print-space! Wonderful shows by 
Shovana Narain, Rene Singh & Rakshanda 
Jalil added to the serenity of the event. 
The Closing Session with Mrs Smriti Irani, 
was the icing on the cake and rather than 
a ‘Closing address’, she interacted with our 
Members & left everyone enthralled! Must 
also compliment our ‘Sutradhar’ Ritika & 
Dipika Nanjappa, for an excellent job done, 
especially controlling the speakers from 
over-shooting their allotted times. Kudos 
to Suneeta, the Organising Committee & 
all the Club Staff for a brilliantly planned & 
conducted event.

We also hosted the Indian Open Bridge 
Tournament in our premises, an initiative 
of the Indoor Games Sub-Committee, which 
saw Bridge-Players from all over India 
competing. A massive effort, the conduct of 
which was greatly appreciated by one & all! 
Of course, it did have its share of hiccups, 
when the Rain-Gods smiled upon Delhi and 
it poured! But yet again, the grit & resolve 
of the Club Staff under the Secretary & the 
Organising Committee saw quick thinking 
(so important in Bridge) and prompt action 
of re-locating the venue, first inside the 
Club building & on Sunday, back outside in 
the Kashmir Lawns again. Very well done, 
Vikram Bhalla & the Indoor Games Sub-
Committee, Meera Bakshi & her team, and 
the Gymkhana Staff. That our players did 
extremely well in the tournament too, is an 
added feather to our caps!

Our Sports tournaments were hotly 

contested, as were the ‘Line-calls’ there-in, 
all in the spirit of the game. These shall be 
over soon, in time for the ‘Sports Dinner’ 
next month. Well done, NS Katoch & the 
Outdoor Games Sub-committee, and the 
co-ordinators of the various sports. We also 
played our traditional Tennis Match with 
the UK High Commission, for the Harcourt 
Butler Trophy, this month. Despite the 
average age of our team being far in excess 
of that of their youthful players, we were 
clearly in the overall lead, when the rain 
came to their rescue. We had to put the 
match on hold, to be re-played on a later 
date. However, we all had a marvellous time 
& they were excellent hosts.

Our interaction with the MCA continued 
this month too and we submitted all data 
& documents required by them. We are 
hopeful of some headway in the issue in the 
coming months.

As we head into the Spring & Summer 
months of festivals & fun, let us look forward 
to a happy time with our near & dear ones 
and our extended ‘Gymkhana’ family. Let’s be 
careful, with the ‘Corona Virus’ threatening 
our well-being; please do take precautions & 
ensure your loved ones do too. And here’s 
wishing you and yours a Happy & safe Holi; 
let the festival of colours fill you all with 
good cheer & well-being. Wish you all great 
health, happiness & prosperity.

May God Bless the Delhi Gymkhana Club.

Jai Hind.

Lt Gen D R Soni 
PVSM,VSM (Retd) President
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PREVIEW

A talk: A talk on Clinical depression by Dr. Sanjay Siddhartha was organized at the Delhi Gymkhana 
Club on 27th January, 2020. The members were enlightened by his speech on Borderline Personality 
Disorder and Opioid use.
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A Valentine’s day gig: A Valentine’s Day gig was held on 13th Febraury, 2020 at the Centenary Bar. The 
Valentine’s Day was celebrated with a lot of festivities. The members danced and enjoyed to the tune of foot 
tapping music by Carlton Braganza & Friends. Last but not the least mouth watering Coastal food was served 
which was the highlight of the event.
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An evening withPandit hari Pradad Chaurasia: A performance by Padma Vibhushan Pt. Hari 
Prasad Chaurasia was held at the Club on 05th February, 2020. A maestro and a legend, Pt. Hari Prasad 
Chaurasia left the members spellbound by his act which was full of soul and magic.
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renovated Pub: Renovated Pub 1913 was inaugurated by President of the Club on 13th Feb 2020.
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“LoVe is A mAtter oF 
ConVenienCe”, And other 
diCtums

KALI’S DAUGHTER 
Raghav Chandra

The art of story 
telling is among 
the oldest and 

richest in the world, and 
while narratives have 

undoubtedly changed and evolved by way of 
medium, form and aesthetics, the power of a 
well-told story continues to resonate. Stories 
connect with our deepest emotions, anxieties, 
fears, aspirations, desires and longings. It 
would thus not be amiss to say then that 
narratives are made up of the very stuff that 
comprises the act of living, and it is inevitably 
through tales well-told that we find insight 
and clarity regarding real-life dilemmas. It is 
no mystery then as to why collectives, from 
tribes, races, ethnicities to nations, each 
stakes a claim to its own rich cache of stories 
ranging as they do from folklore to modern-
day parables. These are inevitably selected on 
account of their ability to typify the collective 
and impart to it the desired sense of identity 
and self image. This makes story telling then 
an art form as politicised as it is powerful, and 
the politics in this regard arise from the ideas/
images/stereotypes endorsed or challenged by 
the narrative.

Kali’s Daughter in this regard is a tale about 
life. It is also an ode to resilience which the 
act of living time and again demands. The 
narrative tells the story of a young woman, 
Dipika Thakur’s struggle against all odds. 
Not only does Dipika have to combat the 
patriarchal mores of her society but by 
sheer accident of birth she ranks among the 
“untouchables” as per the Hindu system of 
varna. Our protagonist, the beauty with brains 
is a Dalit, born into a middle-tier government 
household. She however, does not accept this 
as the ultimate fate meted out to her but by 
sheer dint of hard work succeeds in qualifying 

the UPSC examination. The omniscient narrative voice aptly 
refers to this as the “Everest” of all examinations but much 
to her parents chagrin Dipika chooses the diplomatic core - 
the Foreign Service - over the oft preferred Administrative 
Service.

The tale proceeds henceforth to unravel the power-ridden 
machinations of the Indian bureaucracy and this is what 
makes it so captivatingly different – this unusual backdrop 
against which the multiple narratives comprising the saga 
of modern India unfold. Written by a senior bureaucrat 
from the Indian Administrative Service, Raghav Chandra, 
Kali’s Daughter is a telling narrative, to say the least. This 
is the story of contemporary India - about governance in 
contemporary India and it is not the beleaguered Neta ji 
vote bank system that we are decoding here but literally 
the architectural blue print of the bureaucratic governance, 
and that too in its postcolonial avatar.

Kali’s Daughter takes us into the lives of the probationers 
– those selected on account of their merit, to administer 
the country. So, the tale begins with different people from 
different backgrounds who set foot at the Lala Bahadur 
Shastri National Academy, Mussourie- as probationers 
training to be future civil servants. The spectrum typifies 
the cultural diversity of the Indian landmass for while on the 
one hand there is Amandeep, hailing from an upper-crust, 
dyed in the wool family of three generations of bureaucrats, 
also an Oxford alumni and to begin with - a reluctant 
administrator - clearly coaxed and cajoled into the service by 
his rather over bearing and extremely Brahminical mother. 
On the other hand there is Vijay – the JNU intellectual - as 
dissident as he is hedonistically individualistic. And then 
there’s Arundahati – the batch topper, also upper crust, 
westernised, a rather cynical intellectual drawn with a 
largely promiscuous brush. She proves to be the perfect 
foil for the demure, Kali-worshipping Dipika, who we are 
told is Gandhian to the point of staying back to clean her 
quarters while the others explore the pleasures afforded by 
the Mussourie hills.

While the dictum that emerges, like a mool mantra, is that 
“Love is Convenience”, Kali’s Daughter also locks horns 
with the development problems confronting the nation 
today particularly the social and cultural boundaries that 
delimit us as a people. The narrative is replete with vignettes 
typifying atrocities on Dalits which the young civil servant 
Dipika sagely pronounces as Human Rights Violations and 
demands that they be treated thus. As the probationers set 
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out, they get their first feel of power in the hukum used to 
address them - completely a carry forward from the days 
of the Raj it makes the reader wonder how much colonial 
baggage we as a people continue to carry. For those who 
think that bureaucracy merely occupies plush offices, this 
narrative shatters the stereotype:

A drought had been officially declared by the 
government because of a failed monsoon. Massive 
famine relief operations had been launched. For 
days, they had worked across the parched terrain and 
tried their best to save cattle and live stock from the 
disaster….they had slept in makeshift tents on the 
edges of the dry forests in Panna and Chattarpur and 
had to ward of hungry packs of wild dogs during the 
day. They would often stay awake through the night, 
and fall asleep only to be awakened by the blood 
curling roar of ravenous tigers….

At the same time the narrative endorses another stereotype, 
that of the Bhartiya Nari. This is accomplished through the 
portrayal of Dipika. We, as readers, are implicitly warned 
that women inculcutated in western ways, as in the case 
with Arundhati, are not to be entirely trusted while it is 
those like Dipika who truly uphold the mantle of Indian 
womanhood. So while the title Kali’s Daughter refers to 
the innate strength of the many armed goddess Kali - also 
symbolic of female strength, this is not carried beyond 
acceptable limits. And then ofcourse, there’s “Delhi” 
- a city that holds connotations well beyond those of 

A talk: A Talk on Climate Change was held on 19th February, 2020 at the Centenary Bar. It was a very 
informative session by Mr. Krishan Kalra which left a great concern among the members about the prevailing 
climatic conditions.

physical location as a historically replete, now 
a cosmopolitan capital. The narrative shows 
what a power laden term “Delhi” signifies. It 
is “Delhi” that decides when Vijay must be 
repatriated on account of “anti-government” 
views, and when Arundhati is threatening the 
national image of Indian womanhood and must 
be shunted off to another ministry.

Kali’s Daughter is a standalone narrative 
about babudom and in that it towers over its 
predecessor English August which was more 
concerned with the voice of Agatsya Sen 
whereas here the narrative truly introduces 
readers to an indispensable and unforgettable 
voice of Indian bureaucratic fiction.

So, how does the destiny of these characters 
pan out against the politically correct straight- 
jacketing required by government mores 
- will they follow the path chalked out for 
them by state and family or take the road less 
travelled? And how in these individual cases 
will character be linked to destiny? It is the 
answers to these questions that make Kali’s 
Daughter a narrative as much about the victims 
of modernity as about the marginalised, and 
definitely a captivating read!

Simran Chadha (U-1041) 
Associate Professor, Delhi University.
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Lighting of lamp followed by Key note address by Chief Guest Shri Suresh Prabhakar Prabhu, MP 
Rajya Sabha (Former Minister of Commerce and Industry & Civil Aviation)

The 5th Literature Festival organised by Delhi Gymkhana Club. The Lit Fest 2020 was held on 22nd and 23rd 
Feb 2020. The theme for 2020 lit fest has been developed as “Age of Options” keeping in view the modern age 
which  is witnessing an explosive growth in information and ideas which are available to anyone with a smart 
phone and an access to the internet.  It is almost as if, we are in the times of a huge churn. There were almost 
12 sessions with great panelists, which was well attended and appreciated by members.
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“Styles of Leadership” with Panelists Mr Jairam Ramesh, Justice Mukul Mudgal, Mr Rajdeep 
Sardesai and Lt Gen Ajay Kumar Singh PVSM, AVSM, SM, VSM(Retd). This session was moderated 
by Mr Rahul Singh

“Contribution of Biographies & Autobiographies in Understanding Personalities” moderated by 
Ms  Vinita Dawra Nangia and the panelists were Ms Kishwar Desai, Mr Kuldip Singh Dhingra and 
Mr  Yasser Usman

“Can Heritage &  Environment become baggage in Changing Times” with Maj Atul Dev (Retd) as 
its moderator and Maj Gen Lalit Gupta (Retd), Ms Swapna Liddle, Mr Aman Nath and Ms Sunita 
Narain as Panelists. 
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“Enhancing Cultural Influence”.  This session has Ms Geeta Chandran, Mr Bharat Gupt and Ms 
Veena Sikri as panelists and Mr Suresh Goel, IFS(Retd) moderated this session

Performance by Ms Shovana Narain,  Rene Singh and Zakia Zaheer titled “Meri Dilli Meri Shaan”.
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“Unveiling the Truth” with Mr Anuj Dhar, Mr Neeraj Kumar, IPS (Retd) and Mr Ajai Raj Sharma IPS 
(Retd) as panelists which was moderated by Maj Atul Dev (Retd)

“Kashmir” Panelists Lt Gen Ata Hasnain PVSM, UYSM, AVSM, SM, VSM (Retd), Mr Ashok Bhan Maj 
Gen B K Sharma AVSM, SM** (Retd), Lt Gen Satish Dua PVSM, UYSM, SM, VSM (Retd), Mr Pankaj 
Jain, IAS(Retd) and Mr Iqbal Malhotra was the moderator.
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“Influencing Public Mind” with Mr Rishabh Gulati as moderator and Mr Bharat Bhushan Ms Priya 
Sahgal and Mr Pavan K Varma.

“Playing  to Win” with Maj D P Singh(Retd), Mr Ramesh Krishnan, Mr Maninder Singh and Dr Nalin 
Mehta as panelists with Mr Ashwajit Singh as moderator
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“Managing The Digital Addition” by Mr Rijul Arora

“How Well India is Coping with Transformation” with Lt Gen Ata Hasnain PVSM, UYSM, AVSM, SM, 
VSM (Retd), Ms Vinita Dawra Nangia and Mr Sanjeev Sanyal as panelists and Mr Suresh Goel, IFS 
(Retd) as moderator.
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VALEDICTORY ADDRESS by Smt  Smriti Irani, Hon’ble Minister of Textile.
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Concluding session: “Kahani Ram-E-Hind” by Rakhshanda Jalil, Ms Fouzia Dastango, Rene Singh 
and Chinna Dua.

Support Team
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HONOURING THE LEGENDS OF INDIAN TENNIS

Jasjit Singh, our extremely dedicated MC member, was amongst the Tennis 
Legends of India honoured by the Calcutta South Club, at a special function held 
this month. Here we see him with Anand Amritraj, Jaideep Mukerjea, Ramanathan 
& Ramesh Krishnan. Wonderful achievement!

Jasjit Singh and The Amritraj Brothers defeated Australia in the Eastern Zone 
finals of 1974 to take India into the Inter Zonal final which India won against the 
Soviet Union. Later India refused to play South Africa in the World Finals because 
of apartheid in South Africa.

 
AChieVement oF our members

teAm oF Four

Brig Vijay Sawhney, Mr Dilip Coehlo, Mr Siddharth Behuria  
Mr Ashok Singh, Col Ramesh Vasudev, Mr Anil Gupta

 Ms Gopika Tandon, Mr Arun Jain,  Mr Arjun Sawhny                
Mr S Sundreshan

2nd Mr K B Kumar ,Ms Veena Kumar, Mr D D Gulati,  
Ms Renu Aggarwal, Mr M P Agrawala

3rd Brig D N Khanna, Dr Vikram Jain, Mr Saran Dhupia,  
Mr Vishal Marwah

PAirs

north-south
1st Ms Urmil Agarwal – Mr Kawaljit Singh

2nd Ms Veena Viswanathan – Ms Madhavi Berry

3rd Ms Saroj Vasudeva – Ms Meera Shamsher Singh

eAst-West
1st Mr V K Sawhney – Mr Dilip Coelho

2nd Mr Anil Gupta – Dr Rajiv Anand

3rd Mr Jaya Singh – Mr S Talwar

AnnuAL 
sYndiCAte 
rummY 
tournAment 
JOINT WINNER:  
Ms Kiran Chopra,  
Ms Lalita Lal,  
Ms Pammi Malhotra,  
Ms Achla Mehta

bridge resuLts FebruArY 2020

1st 
joint

Mr Raveen Chaudhary (P-4711) participated in the International Tennis 
Federation ITF tennis tournament in Karnal from 3rd Feb to 7th Feb and won 
the Doubles championship and was Runner up in the Singles in the 60 plus age 
group category.

Keerath Bhandaal (G-8163), represented Delhi in the National Billiards 
Championship 2020 held in Pune in Feb 2020 and won Silver Medal in the 
National Championship. So far she has represented India in World Championships /  
Asian Championships  in Korea, Taiwan, Myanmar, UAE, Egypt, Germany, Belgium 
& China and won Bronze Medal in Asian Snooker Championship 2018. At National 
Level, she has won seven national titles till date.
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budget talk: The “Talk on Union Budget-2020 and its impact” was organized by Finance Sub-committee 
on 12th Feb-20 at Delhi Gymkhana Club in Centenary Bar. This event was attended by more than 100+ 
esteemed members. 

The session majorly covered the below aspects of union budget: • New Taxation scheme vs Old Taxation   
• Brief on “Vivad se Vishwas” Scheme • Taxation of Dividend in the hands of recipient  • Changes in Liberalised 
Remittance Scheme

One of the major concern of the members was about choosing between old and new taxation system. In order 
to simplify we are providing the link to the Tax calculator which will help you to compare both the option and 
chose the most beneficial one.

Please find the link to the Tax calculator: https://eydigiindiapersonaltax.com/#/
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Ms Suneeta Trivedi
Chairperson, Library and Book Club Sub committee

editoriAL

After a long cold spell of severe winter, it 
is finally spring. Not only is the weather 
warning up, but there is colour suddenly, 

every where. The outdoors are sunny, there is 
everywhere, a tinge of green, pink, orange, violet, 
the entire spectrum of the rainbow. Have you 
seen the gardens, the flower beds, the planters 
at the Club: never a more mesmeric sight. There 
is music in the air too. So much of chirping and 
all of different notes, what with the humming of 
the bees and the flitting of the butterflies and 
what have you… no wonder it is the season of 
love, of merrymaking and gaiety. Cupid himself 
descends amidst us. Hence the super exciting 
valentine’s day. On the other hand, it is the month 
of invoking Ma Saraswati, it is the month if the 
union of lord Shiva and Goddess Parvathi, the 
dance of the ardh- nareswar. It is both, the rain 
and the sunshine a time of both white and the 
colourful, of both the learning and the sensual. 
What an amazing month , the month of February. 
Not to miss its quirky length of 28 days and year 
2020, the one with the ‘Leap.’

The immediate environment around us has been 
both friendly and fearsome. Delhi went through 
an entire gamut of festivals and summits. There 
were litfests and cultural fests and summits on 
intellect and ideas. Then there were the Delhi 
assembly elections, a clear mandate. We hope 

for the best towards the future of the Capital. India was a very 
talked about country and focused upon on the map of the world 
as the Trumps and e tended family visited the Coty. There was 
too much ado over the first couple, the daughter and the Super 
power’s son in law. 

But the black clouds of arson, killing and riot enveloped parts of 
the City, spreading terror, horror and deep gloom. 

One could never imagine that this City, standing on the 
foundations of culture, tehzeeb, refinement and intellect 
could be engulfed with so much regressive violence, genocide 
and hate. Our sincere prayers that such a dance of death and 
destruction may never happen again. 

The Delhi Gymkhana Club was all abuzz with a calendar full 
of activities this month. The month began with a story telling 
session for children which was well attended and greatly 
enjoyed. A great show took place when Pt. Hari Prasad Chaurasia 
gave a flute concert in the Kashmir Lawns. Valentine’s Day was 
celebrated with a rocking band performance. The Indian Open 
Bridge kick started as a gala event. But it was really the Delhi 
Gymkhana club Litfest 2020, that was the show stopper. The 
two day event was quite the highlight as it rolled out to a packed 
audience for all its sessions. The inauguration was done by MP, 
Rajya Sabha, Shri Suresh Prabhu and for the Closing Ceremony, 
our Chief Guest was hon’ble Union Minister, Smt Smriti Irani. 

The theme Age of Options, unfolded beautifully through 
interactive sessions held by learned speakers and moderators on 
a vast variety of subjects, such as styles of leadership, trends in 
writing biographies, heritage, culture, Kashmir, policing, media 
and Transformation. Performances on Delhi and recitation of 
Urdu poetry got rave reviews from the audience. 

It is good to be progressive. The aim of every human being, 
every citizen should be to develop an atmosphere of peace, love, 
learning and culture around us. It is good to enjoy what life has 
to offer. It is our duty to move ahead. As Buddha said, Always 
look on the bright side if life. “The mind is everything. What you 
think, you become”
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hAPPY hoLi
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On passing on of those cherished DGC Members who departed from the shores of 
life, the Club Fraternity solemnly pays its respects and condolences

Mrs Dulari Kakar  
(P-5137)

Mrs Shama Wadera  
(L-2163)

Mrs Nalini Verma  
(L-2024) 

Mrs Surjeet Kanwar 
(L-1028)

Mrs Sonia Rajinder Singh 
(L-0592)

Mr Kamal Singh  
(P-0165)

Mr R K Andley  
(P-0247)

Mrs Saroj Kapoor  
(L-1724)

Mrs Mohini Tandon  
(L-1217)

Col K S Khurana  
(P-1483)

Mrs Kiran Oberoi 
(P-2879s)

Mr Harsh Pal Singh 
(P-4790s)

Mr Harcharan Singh 
Dugal  (P-0295)

Mr Paramjit Singh  
(P-1610)

Mr S K Sharma  
(P-1149)

Mr Sri Krishan Gandotra 
(P-1537)

Mrs Kiran Kaushal  
(L-1063)

Mrs Shanno Devi Bhatia 
(L-1362)

Dr Kulbhushan Singh 
Puri (P-0921)

Mrs Kitty Puri  
(P-0921s)

Mrs Bimla Bhandula 
(L-1193)

Mr Krishan Mehta  
(P-0249) 

Mr Brij Mohan 
Manchanda (P-2620)

Mrs Chander Manchanda 
(P-2620s)

Mrs Nirmal Baveja  
(L-1858)

Mr Shankernarayan Naik 
Bajpe (P-3922)

Mr S V Deva  
(P-0585)
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retirement

emPLoYee oF the month

Mr. Sirajuddin, working 
as a Carpenter in the 
Estate Section has been 
declared “Employee 
of the Month” for 
February, 2020 for his 
sincerity, dedication and 
hard work.

As a token of appreciation he was awarded a cash prize of 
Rs.1000/- and a certificate.

Friday, 13th March 

Talk “Mind Your Mind” by Mr Deepak Sethi  

at Centenary Bar

Saturday, 14th March 5.30PM onwards 

Annual Sports Dinner at Rose Garden  

Live Band in attendance (Members only)

Saturday, 14th March 3PM  

Tennis - Sir Harcourt Butler Trophy 

DGC vs British High Commission 

Venue: British Embassy

Saturday, 21st March 7.30PM onwards 

Play “Leftovers” at Kashmir Lawns

Sunday, 22nd March  2PM onwards  

Diplomats Social Tennis Event  

Venue: DGC Grass Courts

Saturday, 28th March 7.30PM onwards 

Musical Program Banaras to Punjab 

at Rose Garden

Thursday, 2nd April 

Performance by the Band ‘Roots’ by Mr Vijit Malik

ForthComing eVents

Mr Daya Ram (Swimming Pool Bearer) Mr 
Ram Ashrey (Security Guard) Mr Ram Jatan 
(Sr Abdar) and Mr Pritam Lapcha (Head 
Glassman) retired after rendering meritorious 
service of three to four decades. We thank 
them and their families a very healthy and 
happy retired life.


