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Dear Members,

We have had a busy schedule 
over the last few weeks 
with very well attended 

programmes drawing lot of praise 
from members and their guests. 
We had the very successful Literary 
festival that ended with a virtuoso 
performance by the Nizami Brothers 
followed by play of Lushin Dubey and 
the Baisakhi festival celebrations that 
was packed to capacity. One factor 
we have added that, unless there is a 
reason to the contrary, children have 
been invited to attend events held in 
the lawns and this has allowed parents 
to freely and, without the constraint 
of leaving children back home, attend 
Club events. There will of course 
be events (such as Lushin’s play – 
Aruna’s Story) where it will be not 

be appropriate to invite children, but 
otherwise these would be our plans. 

That is the upside – that the Club is 
vibrant, friendly and alive. There is, 
however, a very unfortunate dark side. 
I must bring now to all members notice, 
the seriousness of certain recent events 
resulting from preliminary inspections 
of the Club office conducted by some 
Government agencies, tragically at the 
behest of some of our Club members. 
In this inspection, while the nature 
of complaints made by these errant 
members were largely ignored, it has 
very unexpectedly pointed out that 
the use of our income from interest 
income earned from some of the Club’s 
financial assets is under question. To 
prevent any further ingress by such 
inspections, some changes will have 
to be made in the manner we would 
use these funds.

Sadly, this will result in fewer funds 
available to the Club in the immediate 
future and this very Committee or 
the next will be compelled to raise 
funds by subscriptions and fees / 
charges to bridge this gap. I know 
that this will not be good news but it 
is my duty to put this series of events 
up for members’ notice.

We are factoring all these recent 
developments in the upcoming EGM, 
and the proposed changes in the 

Articles of Association will need to 
address this in a very sure and fleet 
footed manner to prevent further 
erosion in the Club’s finances and thus 
members’ well being.

You would recall that I have previously, 
and on several occasions, appealed 
fervently to members not to approach 
external agencies with grievances, 
many motivated and imaginary, which 
are only harming the Club’s interest. 
Be assured that if it is the Management 
they are targeting, those are being 
missed and the ultimate target 
damaged is usually the bigger one, 
and that is the Club. I cannot express 
greater dismay not only mine, but the 
collective sigh of so many members, 
who have spoken dismally of the 
recent developments.

We are in full preparation for the EGM 
and shall be circulating the agenda 
shortly – once legally vetted by our 
lawyers and the Company Secretary. It 
is in the Club’s interest that these are 
passed so do kindly examine them and 
suggest to us any further areas that 
needs addition or modification.

We wish you a happy holiday season 
and may the coming months bring 
good luck and cheer to all of you.

Prashant Sukul  
President

IOBT & 
LITFeST 
SPecIaL
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PREVIEW

NatioNal War MeMorial
The National War Memorial inaugurated by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi on 25 Feb 2019 is a monument 
constructed by the Government of India in the vicinity 
of the India Gate, New Delhi, to honour its Armed 
Forces. The memorial is spread over 40 acres and is 
made around the existing chhatri (canopy) near India 
Gate.The memorial wall is flushed with the ground and 
in harmony with existing aesthetics. Names of armed 
forces personnel killed in wars in 1947–48, 1961 (Goa), 
1962 (China), 1965, 1971, 1987 (Siachen), 1987-88 
(Sri Lanka), 1999 (Kargil), and other operations such as 
Operation Rakshak, are inscribed on the memorial walls.
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While considering the Annual Report and Accounts for the Financial Year 2017-18, the Club 

Members present at the Annual General Body Meeting held on 30 Sep 2018 observed that 

the Auditors had raised ‘Qualifications’ in the Audit Report pertaining to Works, Investments, 

Automation Project, GST and Fixed Assets. Former President of the Delhi Gymkhana Club, Lt Gen Shankar 

Prasad, PVSM, AVSM (P-0893) was unanimously requested by the General Body to head a Committee 

to examine the ‘Qualifications’ raised by the Auditors. He formed a team consisting of Maj Gen AL Suri, 

AVSM, VSM (P-0640), Mr Shankar Vaidialingam (P-3059, Mr Vishwanath Shankar, IRTS (P-6692), Mr Sunil 

Ghadiok, (P-4193) and Mr Mandeep Kapur, FCA (P-5138). 

The General Prasad Committee 

report titled ‘Panel Report on 

audit Qualifications 2017-2018’ 

was submitted to the President on 

04 February 2019. This Report 

is based upon the records made 

available to it and upon the 

statements made before it by those 

who deposed before it. It had no 

way of verifying or corroborating 

these. 

After discussion by the GC, the 

President directed that the Report 

be shared with the Members of 

the Club and comments elicited. 

Accordingly, its Executive Summary 

was immediately uploaded on the 

Club Website and hard and soft 

copies placed in the Library. The GC 

also placed on record its appreciation 

and gratitude to Gen Shankar Prasad 

and his Committee for their hard 

and diligent efforts in producing an 

exhaustive report which would serve 

as the basis to evolve Rules of Business, 

Standard Operating Procedures and 

Managerial Guidelines for the future. 

Further action on the Report is ongoing.

Gen ShankaR PRaSad cOmmITTee RePORT
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Book Club Event - Some Cardinal Fractures in an Era of Growth - Omkar Goswami 
-18 January 2019

Book Club Event - Peacock in the Snow- Anubha Mehta in Conversation with Rashmi 
Menon - 1 February 2019
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Book Club Event-Contenders - Who will Lead India- Priya Sahgal - 15 February 2019

Syndicate rummy tournament - 20 Feb 2019 
Joint Winners: Wg Cdr duj Nath (Coordinator) , Wg Cdr P Mehta, Ms achla Mehta, Ms rajji Grewal, 
Mr vishnu Bhagwan
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GoverNaNCe 
throuGh 
Majority 
iNdex - My 
vieWPoiNt

Without dissent; corruption stands 

condemned as bad, unacceptable, 

needs to be rooted out from all walks 

of public life. While this may be the general feeling 

amongst the masses, yet little do we realise that the 

initiation and subsequent blooming of corruption 

is a direct result of some misconceived notions of 

democratic norms .Corruption though prevalent in 

different forms and hues; its fountainhead lies with 

“Political Class” and “Electoral System”. These 

need a close look.

Current electoral system rests on ‘ first past the goal 

post with max. votes’, as the winner. Such a system 

is obtained from the concept of ‘Simple Majority’. 

In a large country like India ‘ simple majority’ to 

establish ‘majority view’, is indeed the only answer. 

Statistics from past elections show, that the 

winning candidates obtained only 30% to 40% of 

the vote, in more than 85% of the constituencies 

contested. Thus when the House was formed, 

presumably representing the entire electoral 

college, only 30% to 40% were in favour of 

the sitting members  --  60% to 70% did not 

want them. Yet 30% to 40% represented the 

‘majority view’. This is the best that can be 

achieved under the circumstances and is a 

case of ‘ simple majority’.

Now when the House is formed, the party 

break up could well be, 40% seats of the 

total strength of the house to the largest 

single party; and the balance of the seats 

divided amongst other parties. When the house 

starts functioning, in the current thinking, each 

bill to be passed requires ‘absolute majority’ i.e. 

50% vote. For this to happen, the party in power 

is required to jig up 10% additional vote from the 

other parties. This is the  “ Commencement of 

Corruption “. Party in power achieves this through 

undesirable political bargaining and unethical 

means, even through hard cash. The snag is, that 

when the largest single party is in ‘simple majority’, 

the system demands that it  muster up ‘ absolute 

majority’, to stay in power.

If the system is compelling the parties to stoop 

down to such unethical ways, then the system 

and our understanding of the system needs to be 

altered and amended accordingly. Our thinking 

has to be altered on the requirement of ‘absolute 

majority’ for passage of bills, when the people 

have only given ‘simple majority’ to the largest 

party. This requires acceptance of the concept of ‘ 

majority index ‘.

Majority Index = Seats with the largest single party 

/ total no.of seats in the house.

All bills should be accepted and passed through 

‘majority index’. Corruption must necessarily wane.

maj Gen kapil mehra (Retd) (P-0559)

email: kmehra@bol.net.in
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 AchievementS of our memberS
Bending odds, delhi girls 

play ball – in the first 

under-13 inter school 

tourney they win hearts.

Almost for the first time 

an Inter School football 

tournament was conducted in Jan/Feb 2019. In Delhi and 

NCR, 32 schools (private and govt) participated and the 

trophy was won by Sanskriti School. In the finals played 

on 10 Feb, Sanskriti, led by Myra Kunte (daughter of 

Sandeep and Suchishree kunte, U-1468), won an 

exciting match against Shiv Nadar School. Trailing by 2 

goals they came from behind and scored 3 goals for a 

resounding victory.

keerath Bhandaal  
(G-8163), daughter of Lt 
col. Sarvanjeet Singh  
(P-6216) is a National level 
Billiards & Snooker player. 
Recently she represented Delhi 
in the national Billiards 
championship 2019 in Indore 
and won a Silver Medal.

So far she has represented India 
in World Championships and Asian Championships in 
Korea, Taiwan, Myanmar, UAE, Egypt, Germany, Belgium 
& China. She has won a Bronze Medal in Asian Snooker 
Championships in 2018. At the national level she has won 
seven national titles till date. congratulations !

mr. ashwajit Singh (P-5473) received the ‘distinguished alumni award’, Shri Ram College of Commerce, from the 
Honorable Finance Minister of India, Shri Arun Jaitley on April 6, 2019. He was a member of the General Committee of 
the Club 2006-2008 and was also the Editor of the Newsletter.

mS chadha cenTeR FOR GLOBaL IndIa eSTaBLIShed  
aT PRInceTOn UnIveRSITy, USa 

Princeton University, USA recently announced the setting 
up of it’s ‘M.S.Chadha Center for Global India’ at the 
Simpson International Building which houses the University’s 
International Initiatives. The University acknowledges it as 
a gift from Sumir Chadha of Princeton’s Class of 1993. The 
center aims to bring together scholars and students from all 

disciplines to broadly explore contemporary India, including its 
economy, politics and culture. The center is named in honour of Sumir Chadha’s grandfather, a distinguished physician 
who served as the director general of Health Services for India.

The Center was formally inaugurated on 27 April 2018 at the prestigious seat of learning. Nobel Laureate Sir Angus 
Deaton delivered the keynote address. Princeton’s focus on “Global India” is a significant milestone, the harbinger of 
a quantum change in how India is viewed in the developed world. Sumir Chadha , Princeton Class of ‘93, and Green 
card Holder (G-1946) of our Club, was closely associated with this development. congratulations Sumir. 

At the inauguration: 
Moni Chadha,  
Nobel Laureate Sir 
Angus Deaton.Sumir Chadha

Princeton University President Eisgruber (R), 
Sumir Chadha (Center), Sir Angus Deaton 
(L) at the President’s dinner, following the 
inauguration of Princeton’s “M.S.Chadha 
Center for Global India”
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BoNSai GardeN

One of our esteemed senior members, dr Rc aranya (P-2032) has kindly gifted his collection of 72 Bonsai 
plants to the Club. These are presently on display in the garden opposite the Secretary’s Office. Bonsai 
experts willing to volunteer their time to help train our malis in looking after them are requested to 

inform the Asst Secretary.
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iNauGuratioN oF NCu BridGe CluB – GuruGraM

Bridge is the king of mind sport recognized by the Government of India and the Association of Indian 

Universities. The NCU (NorthCap University) Bridge Club, Gurugram was inaugurated by Shri. Kawaljit 

Singh (P-0333), Vice President, Bridge Federation of India on Wednesday February 6, 2019 in the 

University Campus. In his inaugural address, Shri Kawaljit Singh explained the salient features of the game 

and the Government’s interest in spreading it among the students of Indian universities. It is a game for 

all ages and can improve various skills like basic mathematics, logical thinking, inferential and sequential 

reasoning, problem solving and decision making especially among students. Bridge Education Programs have 

been initiated by the Bridge Federation of India.

Earlier Col. Bikram Mohanty, Registrar ,NCU mentioned how philanthropists like Bill Gates have been supporting 

this game and added that NCU students should take this opportunity to learn this game from their teacher and 

mentor Prof.S.Krishnamoorthi. Mr.Diptendu Roy, Faculty Coordinator welcomed the gathering and Nameeta, 

Student Coordinator proposed the vote of thanks.

kawaljit Singh (P-0333) 
ksingh@ipeglobal.com

Lighting the lamp Addressing the gathering

With faculty and students
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Most non-geeks like me are scared of data 

analytics and algorithms. Chancing upon 

this book was a bit serendipitous because 

it enabled me to get a nodding acquaintance at least 

with data analytics. And it was pleasurable; no hard 

slog. (I was able to skip the algorithm part.)

In order to urge ratification of the American 

Constitution in the late 18th. century, James Madison, 

Alexander Hamilton and John Jay each wrote essays 

that appeared in newspapers under the pseudonym 

“Publius”.There was a total of 85 essays, collectively 

known as The Federalist Papers, but no one took 

credit for any individual essay until decades later. 

Strangely, twelve of the essays were claimed both 

by   Madison and Hamilton. Piquancy and interest 

marked the controversy for their own because both 

the claimants were well known figures-two of the 

Founding Fathers.

The controversy simmered on for almost two centuries 

without any definite conclusion. In 1963 two statistics 

professors, Wallace and Mosteller, put forward 

evidence in “Inference in an Authorship Problem” 

that would end the debate. Their system was objective 

and detailed. It required close counting. It quantified 

writing styles. It succeeded where qualitative arguments 

had not carried conviction. Incidentally, the author of 

the book under review is also a statistician. 

The two looked at the frequency of hundreds of words, 

which was not easy to do in 1963.They took copies 

of each essay and dissected them, cutting the words 

apart and arranging them (by hand) in alphabetical 

order. At one point the authors wrote,” during this 

operation a deep breath created a storm of confetti 

and a permanent enemy. ”Now, with computers, what 

used to take months can be done in a few hours.

The uniqueness of fingerprints is well-known. 

Fingerprints don’t tell you anything about the suspects 

by themselves. The identification process only works if 

you have a set of the suspect’s fingerprints to compare 

against an unknown fingerprint. What if the same 

could be done for books? Mosteller and Wallace’s 

method suggests that writers have a fingerprint, too. 

Authors leave a pattern of words wherever they write.

SPeCial Book revieW 

NaBokov’S Favourite Word iS Mauve
What the numbers reveal about the classics, best sellers and our own writings

iSBN 978-1-5011-0538-8
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Mosteller and Wallace came to the conclusion that 

the 12 disputed essays were written by Madison. This 

conclusion has stood the test of time.

Blatt has tried the “fingerprint” system on the works of 

a large number of authors and the system has usually 

come out trumps. He has used the system to find out 

that there are differences in writing styles between 

male and female authors. He has also found that even 

when authors write under different pseudonyms and 

write different genres, the writing style remains the 

same.

J.K. Rowling has written three detective novels under 

the name of Robert Galbraith. She was trying to change 

her style. The Galbraith books are detective novels for 

Muggles adults while the entirety of Rowling consists 

of the Harry Potter books, full of magic and geared 

towards young adults. This is a major shift. Yet the 

finger print  of  Rowling and Galbraith is the same.

On the other hand, a theory was floated at one time 

that J.D.Salinger and Thomas Pynchon were the same 

person. Blatt has used the “finger print” method to 

work out that they are different persons 

Clichés are not supposed to be good. When Martin 

Amiss published his book of literary criticism, he called 

it,”The War Against Cliché.” Amiss writes that, ”all 

writing is a campaign against cliché. Not just clichés 

of the pen but clichés of the mind and clichés of the 

heart.” Blatt has worked out which authors are prone 

to use clichés and also their favourite ones.

The problem with clichés, however, is how to define 

them. Joseph Heller named his book Catch-22 which 

was so original and memorable that people started to 

copy him until it became a cliché. Shakespeare coined 

phrases such as ‘’all that glitters is not gold,” “dead as 

a doornail,” heart of gold,”” in a pickle,” and “wild 

goose chase.” All these rose to the level of clichés.

A small digression. In a Wodehouse novel, two 

characters are discussing the respective merits of 

Shakespeare and Wodehouse. The Wodehouse 

supporter won the argument hands down: “Bah, 

Shakespeare, he is nothing but a string of quotations.”

Since I have digressed, I can not resist the temptation 

of sharing another good one with my readers though 

it is completely out of context: ”One martini is allright. 

Two are too many and three are not enough.” (James 

Thurber)

James Patterson and Tom Clancy churn out large 

number of books with the help of co-authors. Blatt 

has shown that though the names of the co-authors 

do not figure prominently on the cover, each co-author 

has his own “fingerprint”. So, if you like a particular 

book, you should note the name of the co-author and 

buy more of the books where he is the co-author.

There is also a chapter about the US English vs the U.K. 

English. It goes beyond the usual things like different 

words and different spellings. The writer has devised a 

“loudness” scale and has come to the conclusion that 

the Americans are louder.

I finished the book with a slight sense of bafflement. 

There used to be a big controversy about the real author 

of Shakespeare’s works. As many as 80 persons were 

stated to be the real authors, but the two writers who 

figured most prominently in the list were Sir Francis 

Bacon and Christopher Marlowe. It would have been 

wonderful if Blatt had applied the “fingerprinting” test 

to this controversy which has still not been conclusively 

settled.

An enjoyable and instructive read. Some portions can 

be skipped.

“Ben Blatt’s delightful book gives us an original 

big data perspective on great writers’ work. 

Its humor, insights, and statistical displays are 

fascinating to behold, even as it helps us develop 

our own writing.”

- Carl N. Morris, Professor Emeritus of Statistics, 

Harvard University

a.k. Srivastava (P-3862) 

aksriv1941@hotmail.com
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FROm The BRIdGe TaBLe

The three day All India Open Gymkhana Bridge 

Tournament is the feature event of the clubs 

busy bridge calendar. This year it was held from 

1-3 March 2019. From small beginnings, over three 

decades ago, the event has grown from strength to 

strength and forms an integral part of the Bridge 

Federation of India’s tournament calendar.  Today, 

this is one of the biggest events that the club hosts 

across all its various sporting and cultural activities.

The sport of bridge cuts across all sorts of barriers and 

is a great leveller. Consider this - The participant list 

for this years tournament included representatives 

from some of India’s most powerful and well 

connected families, to the humble but proud folk 

from the village of Johri. The age gap ranged from 

folk in the early 20’s to some in their early 90’s! Try 

as I might I can not imagine another sport where the 

Delhi Gymkhana Club 

inDia OPen 
bRiDGe TOuRnamenT 

Dhampur sugar mills trophy  
2019
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Delhi Gymkhana Club 

inDia OPen 
bRiDGe TOuRnamenT 

Dhampur sugar mills trophy  
2019
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age gap within participants could span seven decades! And then there were stars who were Asian Games 

medalists playing against folk who just play the game for fun. This is what makes bridge a great leveller.

In this years event the number of participants were at record levels with 74 teams entered for the Dhampur 

team of four trophy and almost 200 pairs for the pairs event. The scale of the participation even surprised 

the organisers and we were hard pressed to cater to the crowd! Nothing however surprises the club 

administration who sprang up with additional arrangements to cater for the increase. To add to the fun the 

rain came down and the whole of Saturday it poured!. And the waterproofing shamiana was put to the 
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test ...And it passed. Through the pouring rain the 

bridge went on just like everything was normal.

It sounds strange to connote the sport of bridge 

with fun. But honestly it was loads of fun for the 

competitors. It’s the one thing that has always stood 

this tournament in good stead. While other events 

may offer a greater prize money, the ambience and 

arrangements of the club are hard to beat. 

No final word can be complete without saying a 

Big Thank You to the General committee of the 

club for allowing us use of the facilities and the 

infrastructure. And to the club administration for 

all the arrangements and fabulous meals that they 

cooked up. Events like these are expensive to conduct. 

Ultimately the prize money is only one third of our 

total expenditure. There are the meals, the cocktail 

event, the waterproofed shamiana, the cost of all 

the IT infrastructure and a zillion other things that 

make up the event. And we owe a huge Thank You 

to Dhampur Sugar Ltd. who are the main sponsor of 

the event as well as to the host of other advertisers 

that help us with the funding of this activity. 

Finally it is the players that make this event happen 

and make it as successful as it is. Players from all parts 

of the country help to make this event as popular 

as it is and the club member participation increases 

year by year. This year we had a participation of 15 

Gymkhana club teams and almost 50 pairs to add to 

the participation levels.

Right at the end I wanted some suggestions for 

our next event and questioned one of the players 

“Anything we can improve for next year”,  i asked. 

“Yes” he replied sadly “Our Play”!
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• Third  

• Saga -dgc                   
S. Sundareshan, Arjun Sawhney, Gopika Tandon, 
Arun Jain

BeST Gymkhana OPen PaIRS

• FirST 
Sanjiv Bery – Rohit Kumar Gupta

• Second 
Sheena Khorana – Jasjit Singh

• Third 
S Behuria – Puneet Gangal

BeST Gymkhana ImP PaIRS

• FirST 
Alka Jain – Dinesh Kumar Jain

• Second
Y M Tiwari – Mukesh Shivdasani

wInneR OF dhamPUR SUGaR mILLS TROPhy  
& SUmmaRy OF OTheR key ReSULTS

Team OF FOUR

• Winner  

ShRee cemenT
Subhash Gupta, Jaggy Shivdasani, Sandep Thakral, 
Ravi Goenka, Arun Bapat

• runnerS-up 

SLammeRS
Richa, Shriram, Joyjit Sensarma, Ranjan Bhattacharya, 
Jayrup Mullick, Binod Kumar Show.

LOSInG SemI FInaLISTS

• alpha
Daya Dhaon, Dipak Santra, A  Bhattacharjee, 
Pinaki  Khan, B Poddar

• dgc KingS - dgc
Sarthak  Behuria, Dr Sutanu Behuria, Siddhartha 
Behuria, Punnet Gangal, Surinder Hooda

LOSInG QUaRTeR FInaLISTS

• FormidableS
Kiran Nadar, B Satyanarayana, Sumit Mukherji, 
Debabrata Majumber, Keyzad Anklesaria,  
Rajeshwar Tewari 

• dhampur Sugar millS
Ashok Kumar  Goel, K R Venkataraman,  
Bhbhabesh Saha, Shambhu Nath Ghosh,  
Vijay Devadass, Sridharan Padmanabhan

• KoSmoS
T C Pant, Daleep Mutreja, Rajesh Jain, R Nanda,  
B S Gupta 

• J m & co
J M Shah, Pritish Kushari, Swarnendu Banerji,  
Uttam Gupta

BeST Gymkhana Team OF FOUR

FIRST

• indian Summer - dgc    
Maj Gen P R Dhawan, K P Jain, Tarun Kochar,  
Maj Gen Anil Sawhney

SecOnd 

• bridge maTeS - dgc
Rita Bhagwati, Tara Laroiya, Harsh Gupta,  
Deepak Gupta, C M Vasudev, Nina Arora   
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triBute to 
MotherS

A 
mother is unique. Memories of times gone 

by never fade, a young mother lies awake 

caressing her child, until the morning sun 

comes creeping out and, her child asleep beside 

her. The bond that a child develops with a mother 

can never be severed. A mother carries and sustains 

her child for nine months. When a child is born the 

physical cord is severed. However, the emotional cord 

is never severed regardless of age. A mother’s love 

is eternal, the kind that won’t ever die. A mother’s 

love is the bond that can never be broken. Thank 

you mother for the love, strength and care you have 

given, for in this world that is quite rare. Thank you 

for being a guardian and guiding your child on sad 

and happy days throughout life’s existence.

A Child is grateful to a mother because she never 

gives up hope, especially when the times are hard. A 

mother keeps going forward through thick and thin. 

The goal a mother aspires for her child, can only be 

accomplished by her ultimate sacrifice.  A mother is 

her child’s greatest teacher, a teacher of compassion, 

love and fearlessness. Mother’s love is peace. Peace 

being the beauty of life. A mother is always there, on 

those days, when her child is hurt or sad. A mother 

holds her child in her arms and say’s “I will always 

be your chaperone no matter what”. A mother is 

one of the strongest people, her love, never fades 

she moves through the unknown with strength no 

matter how far she has to go. A mother’s love and 

care never diminish, even if her child forsakes her. 

Mother you are supreme, the sacrifices a mother 

makes for her children are sublime. A Mother is 

“mightiest in the mightiest “. (William Shakespeare)

“my, and my husband’s, mother were exceptional 

ladies. One smiled during her struggles - she 

even smiled when she lost everything. The 

other spent her youth looking after her ailing 

husband for fourteen years without a TeaR. 

“ma Tuo JanaT Ka darWaZa hai”

anjana Shankardass (P-2720)
e-mail: rasa2raj@gmail.com

Team OF FOUR
1st Ms Veena Vishwanathan, Mr R S Gujral,  

Mr Dilip Coehlo, Mr Vijay Sawhney
2nd Mr Ashok Goel,Mr Sarthak Behuria,  

Mr Satanu Behuria, Mr Siddharth Behuria,  
Mr Ashok Singh, 

3rd Mr Kawaljit Singh, Ms Meera Bakshi,  
Ms Urmil Aggarwal, Mr Narjit, Ms Sunita Singh

PaIRS
nORTh-SOUTh
1st Mr  S K Sethi – Mr M V Nayar
2nd Ms Veena Vishwanathan – Mr R  S Gujral
3rd Mr Y M Tiwari – Mr H D Bhalla
eaST-weST
1st Mr Sunita Singh – Mr Narjit Singh
2nd Ms Gulli Juneja – Mr Sunil Malhotra
3rd Mr Arun kumar – Ms Geeta Sudan

Team OF FOUR
1st Mr Sanjiv Bery, Mr Vijit Bery, Dr R L Sanghi,  

Mr Rohit Kumar Gupta, Ms Madhvi Bery
2nd Brig D N Khanna, Mr DD Gulati,  

Mr Vishal Marwah, Ms Saranjit Dhupia
3rd Mr Deepak Gupta, Mr D K Jain,  

Mr Harsh Gupta, Ms Alka Jain
PaIRS
nORTh-SOUTh
1st Brig D N Khanna – Dr Vikram Jain
2nd Ms Rita Bhagwati – Dr R L Sanghi
3rd Mr Raman Gambhir – Mr N Singh
eaST-weST
1st Mr R S Gujral – Mr Sutanu Behuria
2nd Mr Arun Kumar – Mr Geeta Sadan
3rd Ms Sunita Singh – Mr Narjit Kanwar

BRIdGE RESuLtS february 2019BRIdGE RESuLtS January 2019
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My option of Legal Studies at 
the Pre-Board level (Class XII) 
in school opened up several 

new vistas of learning about the laws and 
legal legends of India.

I gained awareness about the wide range 
of laws in the country which included the 
Constitutional Law, Civil and Criminal 
Law, Labour and Company Law and 
several other laws.

It whetted my curiosity to read about some 
of the ‘legal legends’ in their memoirs, 
biographies and articles in the libraries 
at the school and other institutions.A 
few of the examples of legal humour and 
anecdotes I came across in the books and 
journal merit recall.

mOTILaL nehRU’S wIT 
Motilal Nehru, father of India’s first 
Prime Minister Jawahar Lal Nehru, was a 
celebrated lawyer of his era. He was once 
cross examining a high ranking Army 
Officer, a stiff necked Englishman. Some 
of the questions Motilal Nehru put to the 
Officer appeared to him to be superfluous 
and he asked the eminent lawyer “Do 
you think me to be a fool? Promptly 
came the reply: of course not, but 
perhaps I am mistaken”.

m.a. Jinnah’S courT room humour 
Mr. Jinnah, the Founder of Pakistan, was an eminent lawyer 
in pre-independence India. He was once arguing in a District 
Court before a Session Judge, an Englishman known for his 
disdain of Indian lawyers.

This particular Judge was in the habit of bringing his pet 
poodle with him in the Courtroom and he would often be seen 
tweaking the dog’s ears playfully, rather than listen attentively 
to the arguments being made by the defence lawyer in his 
Court.

Once as Mr. Jinnah was arguing, an ass started braying outside 
the District Court room’s open window. Promptly, the Judge 
said: “stop, stop Mr. Jinnah, I cannot hear two at a time”.
Mr. Jinnah though offended, stopped.

Shortly later Mr. Jinnah got the opportunity to strike back as 
the Judge asked him to resume his arguments. As he began, 
the Judge resumed his hobby of playing with the ears of his 
poodle.Mr. Jinnah suddenly stopped his arguments midway. The 
Judge looked up and said “go on Mr. Jinnah, I am listening. 
Prompt came the reply “Oh, I thought your Lordships 
were in consultation”.

eaRL OF BIRkenhead’S RePaRTee
Once a young British Lawyer, appearing in his first case in a 
London Court got into trouble with the Judge for expressing his 
disappointment with the Court verdict. He promptly received a 
notice asking him to “show cause why he should not be 
sentenced for contempt of Court”.

The nervous lawyer pleaded with one of England’s foremost 
Counsels,F.E. Smith, who later became Earl of Birkenhead and 
the Lord Chancellor of Justice of England to defend him in the 
‘Show Cause’ matter and save him from imprisonment.

Senior Counsel, F.E. Smith taking pity on the young lawyer 
appeared on his behalf in the Contempt of Court case hearing 
and convincingly established that no contempt of Court had 
been committed by the young lawyer.The Judge, overawed by 
F.E. Smith’s learned arguments kept nodding in agreement.
Mr. F.E. Smith’sconcluding remark clinched the case: “After 
all, My Lord, the accused is but an inexperienced young 
lawyer, appearing in his first case. Had he my experience 
of your Lordship’s judgements, he would have never been 
‘surprised’ by any of your Lordship’s judgements”.The 
Senior Counsel adroitly turned the tables and saved his young 
client.

 

leGal 
huMour aNd 
aNeCdoteS

F e b r u a r y  -  A p r i l  2 0 1 9
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The FOUR TemPLeS OF Law

Among other matters, I also learnt that while in 

India, lawyers are called ‘Vakils’ or ‘Advocates’, in 

Britain they are known as ‘Barristers or Solicitors’. 

In India, successful law graduates and post-

graduates are awarded L.L.B. and L.L.M Degrees, 

in U.K., practising lawyers can qualify for being 

admitted as Barristers-at-Law by the following 4 

Inns or Temples of Law:

1. Inner Temple 2. Middle Temple

3. Lincoln’s Inn 4. Grey’s Inn

Pandit Jawahar Lal Nehru was a Barrister-at-Law 

from the Inner Temple, while Mahatma Gandhi was 

a Barrister-at-Law from the Middle Temple. Many 

of our current senior lawyers are Barristers-at-Law 

from the Lincoln’s Inn.

There is a charming limerick that says :-

Swells go to the Inner Temple;

Middlings to the Middle Temple;

Lawyers to the Lincoln’s Inn;and

Paupers to the Grey’s Inn.

mahaTma GandhI’S hISTORIc TRIaL

As the country celebrates the 150th Birthday of the 

Father of the Nation, Mahatma Gandhi in 2019, it 

is pertinent to recall his historic trial at Ahmedabad.

I came across this story in a legal journal of how 

Mahatma Gandhi was tried for sedition under the 

Indian Penal Code in the Court of a British Judge, 

R.S. Broomfield, who after sentencing him to 6 

years imprisonment, paid him a moving tribute.

The Judge after pronouncing the sentence stood-

up, along with the entire gathering of 200 people 

present in the Court,as a mark of respect for 

Gandhi ji and stated that “It would be impossible 

to ignore the fact that in the eyes of millions 

of your countrymen, you are a great patriot 

and a great leader”.

aparna Joshi (u-0997-d)  
Daughter of Shobha and Vibhas Joshi 

joshiaparna@hotmail.com

There is a great club called GIN-khana, 

That once was fit for a Maharana, 

You can eat on the lawn, 

Or play tennis at dawn, 

Or in the cardroom find your ‘khajana’.

For membership you can apply, 

You may even get a prompt reply, 

You can be a visiting resident, 

Or even end up as its President 

As votes your friends will supply 

The well stocked library’s too good 

With books for you and your brood, 

Bestsellers you can read, 

Your brain you can feed, 

And chat to authors if you’re in the mood.

Then there’s the swishy heated pool, 

In summer’s its just too cool, 

Dive in and swim, 

Its filled to the brim, 

With mermaids and and mer-kids from school!

On the lawn is the 1913 Pub, 

Of gossip and chat its the hub, 

But I prefer the bakery, 

With its yummy cakery, 

So let’s just all meet up at the Club!

Inspired by my two-and-a-half year old 
grandson Mahavir who wanted to be taken to 

the Ginkhana Club for his ‘Oyanj Bar ‘!

Mrs Asha Suri, wife of Air Chief Marshal N C Suri 
acmnirmalsuri@gmail.com

deLhI GInkhana cLUB

F e b r u a r y  -  A p r i l  2 0 1 9
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GIvInG Back TO SOcIeTy

What Never Dies

What we have done for ourselves alone dies with us; 
What we have done for others and the world 
remains and is immortal.

- Albert Pike

Charity work is an age-old Indian tradition. Our ancient 
and modern history is replete with stories of people 
who devoted their time, energy and resources for the 
noble cause of betterment of mankind. In the words 
of our Prime Minister “Donation given as a sense of 
responsibility without the thought of doing a favour, 
at the right place, at the right time and to deserving 
people is called satttvik daan“. Here we feature three 
laudable initiatives involving our members. 

OPhThaLmIc heROeS

Eminent Eye Surgeons, Doctors Reena and Arun Sethi 
(P-4256) were conferred the prestigious International 
Ophthalmic Heroes of India award at the All India 
Ophthalmic Conference at Indore, MP on 15 Feb 2019. 
Nearly one and a half million needy patients have had 
their sights restored under the Arunodaya Eye Care 
project till now. Congratulations. More can be read 
about their initiative at: www.actforvision.com and 
www.adeh.in

akShay PaTRa

akshay Patra (https://www.akshayapatra.
org) is the world’s largest NGO-run Mid-Day Meal 
Programme serving wholesome school lunch to over 
1.76 million children in 14,702 schools across 12 
states in India. Recently the Akshaya Patra Foundation 
commemorated the serving of its cumulative 3 billionth 
meal by Prime Minister of India, Shri Narendra Modi at 
the organization’s campus in Vrindavan, Mathura, on 
11th February 2019. 

akShay PaTRa’S vaRanaSI kITchen & The 
deLhI Gym cOnnecTIOn

WestBridge Capital an investment firm with a focus 
on India recently sponsored a kitchen in Varanasi, 
Uttar Pradesh in collaboration with the UP-State 
Government. This kitchen will have the capacity to 
provide mid-day meals to 100,000 students within a 
radius of 40 kilometres of the kitchen. 

We are pleased to note that Sumir chadha, Co-Founder 
and Managing Director of Westbridge Capital is a Green 
Card (G-1946) holder of our Club. He is the son of  
mr SmS chadha (P-0577)

dIvIne eLa nIRvana

DIVINE ELA NIRVANA (Charitable Trust), a group 
of civic-minded citizens, initiated by Mr Gaurav Singh 
Saini (G-4722) was set up to bring back love for mother 
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nature by saving environment; to follow a humane & 
godly path, as well as give a viable platform to well-
meaning folks to help the deprived and underprivileged 
sections of our society. They organize various activities 
from time to time which includes providing food, 
clothing and medical assistance to the needy. They are 
actively involved in supporting orphans, senior citizens, 
widows; the mentally and physically challenged and 
road side destitutes. DEN also make efforts towards 
resolving relationship issues. It provides family 

counselling and spreads awareness about importance 
of education in life. 

The event was a grand success with 20 Diplomats and Ladies and 35 Delhi Gymkhana Club members 
participating. The participants included the Serbian Ambassador HE Mr Vladimir Maric and players from 
USA, France, Sweden, Switzerland,Japan, Hungary and the UK .

The participants were welcomed by the Club President, Mr Prashant Sukul. 

The diplomats were grateful to the President and the Sports Committee of the Club for having organized 
the event. The tournament Director Cdr RI Singh was particularly singled out for praise for his efforts in 
making it a success.

the Annual diplomat Social tennis Event - 17 March 2019

F e b r u a r y  -  A p r i l  2 0 1 9
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evolviNG ideaS oF ModerN iNdia

literAture &  
ideAS feStivAl 2019

delhi gymkhAnA club

march
friday 

22
saturday 

23 organiZing commiTTee
(a) cdr arun Saigal (Retd) director
(b) dr ajay dua IaS (R) co-director
(c) ms Suneeta Trivedi co- director
(d) ms nisha Bahadur co- director 

advISORy cOmmITTee
(a) dr anjana neira dev  
(b) ms vinita dawra nangia  
(c) ms dipika nanjappa   
(d) maj atul dev  
(e) ms hema Badhwar mehra 
(f) ms Sujata dere  
(g) ms anu kler   
(h) Lt Gen anil Bhalla (Retd)

The Delhi Gymkhana Club Literature and Ideas 
Festival was held in the Rose Garden on Fri 22 Mar 
and Sat 23 Mar 2019. The fourth in the annual 

series, it was held just after the festival of Holi. Spring 
was in the air. Flowers were in full bloom. The gold and 
white theme selected for the colours of the overhead 
shamiana and seats added to the overall ambience 
created for the event. The lovely flower arrangement 
at the foot of the stage was a very pleasant sight too. 
The accompanying photographs have captured it all. 

The Festival was inaugurated on 22nd March evening 
by the ceremonial lighting of the lamp by our own 
distinguished member, he mr vijayendra Pal Singh 
Badnore, Governor of Punjab and Administrator of 
the Union Territory of Chandigarh and members of the 
LitFest Organising Committee. The Keynote address 
was delivered by the distinguished eminent lawyer mr 
Fali nariman whose achievements of a lifetime at the 
Bar and in Society were highlighted in his introductory 
speech by dr ajay dua. Ninety-year-old Mr Nariman 
was at his inimitable best speaking on ‘Joy and 
Happiness’ – a subject he chose in preference to 
one related to Law or Judiciary. He kept the audience 
enthralled as they listened to his witty and humourous 
comments. It was a splendid evening with the sun 
setting, chirping of birds nesting in the trees next to 
the Rose Garden and the occasional call of a peacock 
in the background! 

A very interesting discussion on democracy and 
Bureaucracy in modern India followed the keynote 
address. The participants were Mr Mohan Das Menon 
who has recently authored “The challenges of 
democracy” and Mr Deepak Gupta, author of The 
Steel Frame of India – a history of the IaS. The 
discussion was moderated by Dr Anjana Neira Dev. 

The second day’s sessions (Sat 23 March) began with 
a very pleasant surprise for the moderator of Past 
Imperfect: Sita and Surajpur, ms dipika nanjappa 
when she was presented with a bouquet of flowers on 
her birthday  by young moksha. It was a discussion on 
gender and childhood in modern India. The participants 
were Ms Charu WaliKhanna author of Sita Returns: 
modern India through her eyes and Mr Prabhu 
Dayal, author of The Surajpur connection. 

The next session columns to Books moderated by 
Major Atul Dev had three well-known lady authors 
highlight their viewpoints drawn from their recent 
books: ms vinita dawra nangia’s Are you making 
the Most of Your Life; Lady kishwar desai’s 
Jallianwala Bagh 1919: The Real Story and ms 
kumkum chadha’s The Marigold story: Indira 
Gandhi and Others. 

The present-day security scenario was very well 
covered by four veterans in the pre-lunch session titled 
The Risk Factor: are we Prepared? Moderated by 
Lt Gen Rajender Singh with Introductory remarks 
by Lt Gen anil Bhalla, the session began with the 
army viewpoint by Lt Gen ak Singh, former Governor 
of A&N and Puducherry. Director General National 
Maritime Foundation vice adm Pradeep chauhan’s 
presentation of the Maritime Challenges facing India 
was a very thought provoking one as it highlighted the 
enlarging international and national responsibilities 
that India had to shoulder in modern times. air vice 
marshal manmohan Bahadur spoke about the 
Air Force viewpoint while former dGP dilip Trivedi 
with his tremendous experience in Law enforcement 
Organisations enlightened the audience with many 
facets of Internal Security challenges facing India. 

The post lunch session In search of divinity moderated 
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by ms vinita dawra nangia had mr Sanjiv T Lall, 
Motivational Speaker and author of Rubies in My 
Ears; ms anita dua Yoga proponent who has co-
authored Indian Classical Dances through Yoga 
along with Ms Shovana Narayan; and ms Geetanjali 
Pandit author of Buddha at Work. 

The economic aspirations of modern India 
moderated by dr ajay dua had eminent panellists Mr 
RC Bhargava of Maruti, Sunil Jain, Managing Editor 
Financial Express) mukesh Butani, Founder BMR 
Legal and the economist Prof arun kumar who 
brought out very interesting perspectives relating to 
the economy of India. 

mr Shyam Saran in conversation with mr Suresh 
Goel spoke on Foreign Policy Frameworks. 

ms anu kler moderated a very interesting session 
on Role models for modern India where she 
highlighted the inspirational life and achievements of 
two Lady Officers: Paratrooper col Sonali verma and 
Helicopter Pilot wing cdr namrita chandi (Retd). 
Col Sonali is the 3rd lady para trooper of the Indian 
Army and its first lady sky diver. Wg Cdr Namrita is 
acknowledged as the first woman pilot to have flown 
in the Siachen Glacier. She held the audience spell 
bound as she narrated her experience of operating at 
the highest altitude airbase amidst very challenging 
and unfavourable conditions. 

At a brief interactive session on a warrior’s code 
between its author Lt col Rohit agarwal and 
moderator maj atul dev the values, camaraderie and 
bonds that develop and get nurtured for a lifetime 
between officers of the armed forces from the time 
they first report for training very aptly highlighted. 

The sessions for the Second Day concluded with a 
vote of thanks and an opportunity for the audience 
to interact with Panellists over a cup of tea before 
dispersing to attend an enjoyable evening of Sufi music 
in Qawwali style with the famous nizami Brothers. 

The second Day (Sat 23 March) also included a parallel 
session for children in the Jamun Tree. Children enjoyed 
the sessions of Painting, Story-telling and listening to 
the inspiring true-life stories of the two Lady Officers: 
Paratrooper col Sonali verma and Helicopter Pilot 
wing cdr namrita chandi (Retd). The theme of 
these sessions revolved around Animals in the Wild. 
The painting session (Birds and Beasts Captured on 
Canvas) was conducted by ms Sujata dere and ms 
ayesha. The Story Telling session on All Creatures 
Wild and Wonderful was conducted by ms hema 
Badhwar mehra. ms Bulbul Sharma talked about 
the Secret Tales from the Himalayas. ms Payal 
narain of wwF-India and the Times of India Team 
which conducted the Story writing contest: write 
india (Junior) contributed to the success of the 
Children’s session. A notable presence was also that 
of dr mike Pandey who is globally renowned for 
his outstanding work as Environmentalist, Naturalist, 
Wildlife conservationist, Film maker and educator. His 
film Cats in the wild: Snow Leopard was screened 
for the children. Prizes were distributed by ms Bulbul 
Sharma.

The hard work put in by the Organising Team, Library 
and other Club staff contributed to the success of the 
Gymkhana Club Literature and Ideas Festival 2019 
and was appreciated by all.

cdr arun Saigal (Retd)  
Director Lit Fest
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Didar and Kabir Rebello, children of Rayana and 

A David Rebello (P-5500) are both budding 

squash players with a bright future. 

Didar, ranked No 5 in All India Boys Under 17 has 

consistently been among the top 5 in national-level 

tournaments during the past year. He was runners-

up in the All-India Uttarakhand Championship, 

Dehradun and in the All-India Rajasthan Squash 

Championship at Jodhpur.  

His younger brother Kabir, ranked No 10 in Boys 

Under 15 was runners-up in the Century Bangalore 

Squash Open held in Bangalore in January this year.

didar aNd kaBir 
reBello

Didar Rebello Kabir Rebello

11Th- 16Th maRch, 2019  
Road to wimbledon Tennis Tournament   

organised by Delhi Gymkhana in partnership with All 
England Tennis Club

✥✥

SUnday 17Th maRch, 2019 
diplomatic Tennis Tournament

✥✥

22nd and 23Rd maRch, 2019
Gymlit Festical 

at Rose Garden and Jamun Tree
✥✥

SaTURday 6Th aPRIL, 2019
annual Sports dinner 

in Kashmir Lawns

PASt EVEntS
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our BuddiNG 
SquaSh PlayerS

A number of our young sportsmen are 

making their mark in tournaments. We 

plan to feature them in this column. In 

this issue we highlight the achievements of some 

of our squash players whose performances are 

worthy of note.  

TanvI khanna

Tanvi is currently 

ranked as no 4 in 

India and 115 in 

the world. Tanvi 

graduated from 

Columbia university 

in 2018 and shortly after made it to the Indian 

women’s team that represented India in the 

Asian Games 2018, and secured a silver medal 

in the squash team event. After returning from 

College, Tanvi also represented India in the world 

Team Championships held in China. She won the 

Singapore 5th leg closed satellite event, along 

with Juhu Open and Pune open, closed satellite 

PSA tournaments.

She is the daughter of arjun and Ujwala 

khanna (P-7165)

Sanya vaTS

She is presently the Junior 

national champion in the 

girls under-19 age category.

She has represented India 

twice in the World Junior 

Championships, The Asia 

Junior Individual Championships and Asia Junior 

Team Championship.

Last year She won the Bronze medal in the 25th 

asia Junior individual Squash championship 

and  at the recently concluded 19 th asian 

Team Squash championship. 

She is the daughter of mrs Sameer and col 

Sarvesh Sharma (P-6895).

SankaLP anand

Sankalp Anand has represented 

India in the World Junior 

Squash championship 

and asian Junior Squash 

championship. He has been 

India No 1 in under 17 and has 

won many national level tournaments like Hamdard 

junior Squash Championship. 

he is the son of Sanjeev and Bhavila anand (U-0488).

Jaivir Singh dhillon 

14 year old Jaivir is a top 

squash player in the country 

today. He has represented India 

at the Asian Junior Squash 

Championships in 2018, for 

the 3rd time in a row.

Jaivir finished 2018 as the No. 3 ranked player 

overall in the Under 15 category in the country. He 

has won a number of top level squash tournaments 

in India and has been named the Most Promising 

Player several times at Junior Championships.

dIya dhILLOn 

Diya is top a squash player 

in India at the age of 11. 

She is ranked No. 7 in the 

Girls U-13 category. She 

will be playing the selection 

trials to represent India in 

the Junior Asian Games.

Diya came second in the 

Delhi Junior Open held at the Delhi Gymkhana 

Club.

Jaivir  and diya are the children of our club 

members yadavinder Singh dhillon (U-1666) 

and Sonal chaudhri.
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This premier tennis  tournament  was organised 

at the Delhi Gymkhana club grass courts  from 

the 11th thru 16th of March 2019. It is an elite 

annual event which is being held in India for the past 

six years,  It  attracts the country’s top 16 players 

who battle it out for the top two spots.  The winners 

of this event compete internationally in London on 

the prestigious Wimbledon courts in the month of 

August, where top under-14 category players from 

several nations participate in the same event ..

During the Road to Wimbledon Tournament at 

our Club it was a treat to watch our nation’s best 

under-14 girls compete with grit and determination 

as they sweated it out for 6 days running. Rohtak’s 

Anjali Rathi won the tournament beating Veda Raju 

Prapuma in the finals. Haryana thus ended up as 

the best sporting state once again, Congratulations. 

The event drew a good audience which included 

many senior members who were very happy to 

see our nation’s upcoming talent. Their presence 

encouraged the young players. 

Club President Mr Prashant Sukul , Chairman 

Sports Sub-Committee Mr Gurpreet Singh, Tennis 

coordinators and other club officials attended the 

prize winners ceremony along with the British team  

of coaches who did a remarkable job of helping to 

organise the Tournament. 

Delhi Gymkhana Club looks forward not only to 

hold this event once again next year but also looks 

forward to holding a senior tennis event between 

our Club and the All England Lawn Tennis Club.

“road to WiMBledoN”
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edITORIaL

Due to certain 

circumstances beyond 

the Editor’s control, the 

Feb – Mar issue of Club Life 

has had to be combined into a 

bumper issue covering the Bridge 

Tournaments, the Gymkhana 

Club Ideas and Literature Festival 

2019 and Sports Events amongst 

others.  It carries many articles 

and news of interest.  

January 2019 brought with it 

hopes of a new year filled with 

new beginnings. It was a month 

of a grand display of India’s 

military might and the microcosm 

of India’s rich and diverse culture 

at the annual Republic Day 

Parade down Rajpath which 

is the magnificent ceremonial 

boulevard originally constructed 

and named as Kings Way. 

Republic Day celebrates the day 

when the Constitution of India 

came into force in 1950. History 

records that it was the only 

time that the naval contingent 

led the march past because the 

Navy was the senior service in 

Great Britain.  This year too as 

well-placed cameras beamed the 

event country-wide and abroad 

live into the TV screens in our 

homes, every Indian’s chest 

filled with pride at seeing the 

smartly turned out military and 

paramilitary contingents march 

in step to the martial tunes of 

the military bands - heads held 

high, chests out, arms swinging 

shoulder level! The increasing 

number of women who form part 

of these contingents bear proud 

testimony to their increasing 

acceptance and integration into 

yet another profession in our 

country. The state tableaux are 

getting better and innovative 

each year. Their main theme this 

year revolved around the father 

of the nation because 2019 

marks the 150th anniversary of 

Gandhiji’s birth. School children 

in their colourful costumes and 

the impressive fly-past by the 

our air force rounded off the 

event in a befitting manner. The 

Beating Retreat ceremony by 

massed bands at Vijay Chowk 

in the beautiful backdrop of the 

Raisina hill buildings which lit 

up at sunset with well-placed 
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colourful lighting was also a 

memorable sight.   This year 

residents of Delhi were very 

happy at the very few disruptions 

in their daily commute. This 

was made possible due to the 

consideration shown to the 

citizens of the national capital by 

holding parade rehearsals in the 

wee hours of the cold morning.  

This issue carries a photo of 

the much-awaited National 

War Memorial at India Gate 

which was inaugurated on 25 

Feb 2019. It continues to draw 

tremendous crowds.  

We were pleasantly surprised 

to learn that the Maha Kumbh 

Mela at the Triveni Sangam (the 

confluence of the Ganga, Yamuna 

and Saraswati rivers in Prayagraj 

-estwhile Allahabad) which began 

on Jan 15 was acclaimed as the 

world’s largest congregation of 

religious pilgrims.  It has been 

inscribed on the UNESCO’s 

Representative List of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage of Humanity. 

Basant Panchami which marked 

the beginning of the preparations 

for the arrival of Spring, the King 

of Seasons also usually signifies 

a receding winter chill but this 

year saw an unusually cold spell 

with thundershowers and hail. 

The traditional yellow colours of 

Basant Panchami can be seen in 

the choice of lovely clothes worn 

by our members which mirror 

nature’s blooms of mustard 

and marigold in the agricultural 

tracts outside Delhi.  The theme 

of Basant was also adopted for 

the decorative shamiana erected 

in the Rose Garden for the 4th 

Annual Delhi Gymkhana Club 

Literature and Ideas Festival. 

The flowers in full bloom and 

the gentle winds added a lovely 

charm to the overall ambience 

so created.  The Inauguration of 

the Festival by one of our own 

distinguished members’ HE Mr 

VP Singh Badnore, Governor of 

Punjab and Administrator of the 

Union Territory of Chandigarh 

and the Inaugural Address by the 

Hon. Mr Fali Nariman set the tone 

for the LitFest which culminated 

the next day in a grand and 

spirited Sufiana Qawwali recital 

by the Nizami Brothers. They 

have the unique distinction of 

having performed at the Royal 

Albert Hall, UK also. 

In this issue we are proud to tell 

you about three noble activities 

involving our members. There 

must be many more among us 

doing laudable work. Please 

write-in about them.    

This issue covers two mega 

events: the IOBT Bridge 

Tournament and the Road to 

Wimbledon Tennis Tournaments. 

Both were grand successes.  

April or Chaitra is celebrated 

as the start of Hindu New Year. 

According to the Hindu calendar 

(Panchang)  based on Luni-

Solar system this year is Vikram 

Samvat 2076 which has begun 

on Chaitra Shukla Pratipada. 

New Year festivals like Chaitra 

Navaratri, Ugadi, Gudi Padwa, 

Baisakhi, Puthandu and Bihu are 

celebrated in India and abroad. 

Chaitra Navratri is the most 

significant festival of Hindus 

because during this time of the 

year, it is considered that there is 

an important junction of climatic 

and solar influences. This period 

is taken as a sacred opportunity 

to worship the Divine Mother 

Durga, the Goddess of cosmic 

powers, to be blessed by Her 

divine benediction, new energy 

and vigour.

Many of us will still recollect a 

few lines of the famous English 

poet William Wordsworth’s well-

known poems which capture 

the April mood: “I wandered 

lonely as a cloud” which he first 

published in 1807. Here’s a little 

snippet for an April day: 

“I wandered lonely as a cloud, 

That floats on high o’er vales 

and hills, When all at once I 

saw a crowd, A host, of golden 

daffodils; Beside the lake, 

beneath the trees, Fluttering 

and dancing in the breeze….” 

The summer heat is upon us.  Do 

take care, remain hydrated and 

cover yourselves when in the 

open…. and, don’t forget to cast 

your vote !!

cdr arun Saigal  

Indian Navy (Retd) 
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On passing on of those cherished DGC Members who departed from the shores of life,  
the Club Fraternity solemnly pays its respects and condolences

Maj Gen Arjan 
Singh (P-0010)

Mr Jugal Kishore 
Puri (P-6538)

Mr Anjan Ghosh 
(P-3124)

Mr Ram K Piparaiya 
(P-6802)

Mr Rajender Kumar 
Bhutani (P-3596)

Ms Radhika Sahgal 
Bhagat (U-3106)

Mrs Swarna Kataria 
(L-2049)

Mr Bharatvir Singh 
Puri (P-4776)

Mr Om Wadhwa 
(P-6912)

Mr P D Singh  
(P-2490)

Mr Gurparshad N 
Satsangi (P-0424)

Mrs Zia Bambah 
(U-1964)

Mr P N Malhotra 
(P-1120)

Mr Indu Gopal 
Jhingran (P-3183)

Maj Gen Har 
Krishan (P-1654)

Mrs Savitri Bawa 
(L-1550)

Mr P S Endlaw  
(P-3472)

Mr C D Tripathi 
(P-3840)

Lt Col P C Sawhney 
(P-3155)

Mrs Snigdha Narain 
(L-2037)

Mrs Saroj Kapur 
(L-1357)

Dr (Mrs) Vimla 
Prakash (L-0989)

Mr A C Bhalla  
(P-1292)

Mrs Prem Guraya 
(L-0724)

Mr Prakash Chander 
Bhasin (P-0598)
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On passing on of those cherished DGC Members who departed from the shores of life,  
the Club Fraternity solemnly pays its respects and condolences

Mrs Saroj Rao  
(L-1969)   

Mr Utpal Kumar 
Mukhopadhyay (P-5191)

Dr U S Nathani  
(P-4647)

Dr S B Basnyat  
(P-0610)

Mr J C Tewari  
(P-0204)

 Dr Beni Prasad 
Agarwal (P-1102)

Mr Devinder Singh 
Bagga (P-4586)

Mrs Veena Khanna 
(L-1003)

Mrs Sudershan 
Malhotra (L-1868)

Mr Narinder Sethi 
(P-0499)

Dr Joginder N 
Anand (P-3394)

Mrs Sushila K 
Bhatia (L-0125)

Dr Gurpreet Singh 
(P-1977)

Mrs Meera H Sanyal 
(U-0371)

Lt Col Kulbir Singh 
Khurana (P-1490)

Mr C L Madan  
(P-0625)

Mr I L Dawra  
(P-3264)

Mrs Vimal Khungar 
(L-1841)

Lt Col Lalit Chawla 
(P-1852)

Mrs Urmilla Seth 
(L-1605)

Mrs Saroj Narain 
(L-0555)

Mr R K Dhawan 
(P-3724)

Mr Kailash Lamba 
(P-1096)

Mr Satish C Sood 
(P-1546)

Mrs Swaraj Bansal 
(L-0890)

Mr R Vasudevan (P-1733) • Mr R K Natesan (P-2503) • Mr J P Sharma (P-2568)
(Regret inability to obtain photograph)
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A very significant goal has been quietly achieved recently in the IT automation of the Delhi Gymkhana 
Club . The *Go Live* happened on April 1st 2019.

The functioning of the Club was earlier managed by three different softwares. After implementation (major 
overhaul and upgrade) it is now being managed by a single-multi-functional software. With this new 
software, members are able to know their Club account details, ie, debit/credit from any workstation of the 
Club. The software is being further tweaked to enable multi payments in a month or payment of amounts 
in excess of outstanding bills. Efforts are also in hand to re-introduce the facility of  shared-billing among 
members dining together. 

The Club’s website too has been revamped so that certain information no longer resides in the public 
domain. A member has to log-in to access it.

The efforts of GC member Mr Sunil Ghadiok in bringing his personal professional expertise to bear and 
guiding and motivating the IT Team led by Mr Pradeep; the overseeing and inter-departmental coordination 
between the Finance and other departments by the Club Secretary Col Khanna and other club staff involved  
have ensured the success of this project.

CluB autoMatioN

T
o commemorate the supreme 

sacrifice of Braveheart soldiers 

in J&K, candles were lit by 

members of the Club at the Rose 

Garden on 23rd February 2019.

liGhtiNG oF CaNdleS


